Unique memorial proposed
for park by Vietnam veteran
o

With Upper Moreland breathing new life and money into
the Willow Grove commercial district and adjacent Var
Memorial Park, community activist Ralph Storti believes a
fitting tribule is needed bo military vetemns

Siorti, a Vietnam War veteran has an sdea for a center-
peece, an old Bell UH-1 “Huey™ helicopter, elevated i the
air atop a steel structune,

“It will be a permanent memonial in memory of our fall-
en brothers and sisters in Upper Moreland and surrounding
communitics,” he explained.

The current redevelopment was & perfect opponunity o
jpursae his idea, he said.

Storti said he pot the idea from reading about o similar
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Ralph Storti talks about how the seals on the memoral al War
Memaonal Park will be saved afer the monumant is destroved. Sion
See Helicoptes, Page 6 has propased putting a halicopter,

High-flying monument proposed
by Vietnam veteran for WG park

W Helicopter, from Page 1

helicopter-centered memorial in Porterville, Calif,

ing his service in the Navy Seabees from
1968 i 1970, Stomi saw the Hueys flying regu-
Ll;"j.ﬁpﬂdﬂljl while stationed near the hotspot
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The township already plans to demolish the
concrete marker and create a new marker further
away from Mineral Avenoe

But Storti has run into problems,

The township parks and recreation advisory
council rejected the idea. The council, appointed
by township commissioners, sad the proposal
would conflict with the overall redesign of the
park.

The park's redevelopment is integral wo the
redevelopment of the neighboring commercial
district along Easton and York roads.

A new park entrance al the intersection of
those roads will be a centerpiece 10 the commer-
cial F

redevelopmicnt of the crosansads communaty.

The council feared that the belicopter, 50 feet
long with rotary blades 40 feet long, would over-
whelm the park.

For 10 years, Storti has been president of the
World War 11 Memorial Association, which
manmilaing the exising war memonal, now hid-
den from most of the public, except for com-
maders who use the adjacent SEPTA parking hot
on Mineral Avenue, across from the Willow
Grove Train Station.

The monumend is made of pourad concrete.
set in the late 1940s by a contractor after local

people organized to create a fitting tribate to all
of the local people who didat return afier fight-
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MMM'MW very cold.” he
pemarked.

Monuments made of stone are commonplace,
he said, “You've had one. You've had them all.”

He's formed a committer to pursue the heli-
copler acquisition, with representatives from
niné organizations representing veterans, busi-
ness groups, the township, civic and social work
ETCUDS,

“Here's an opporuniy to set Upper
Moreland apart from everyone else, o give peo-
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Storti has already contacied the federal office
#t Fort Drum, NUY. which handles the transfer of
outmoded military equipment, but the umil
requires the local municipal government 1 take

He acknowledge that safety and upkeep of
any struciune remain details w be discussed. But
he's confident be and others can answer com-
misiioners’ concems.

“I want them to approve the comcept” he

He's beea active in veteran and charitable
causcs for years, becoming the first veteran from

Grove Veterans of Poreign War Post 3612, He's
also been chaimman of the township’s popular
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He retired from PECO Erergy in January
after over 30 years, and is now a consultant in
the industrial quality control field.



