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Janus.

January was named after
the Roman god of
beginnings and endings,

Mllltary hellcopter memorial approved

Some are still concerned about a plan to
place a helicopter atop a curved pole at

War Memonial Park.

By Jont SPIEGEL ARTHUR
THE INTELLIGENCER

As carly as Memorial Day
2007, a military helicopter may
appear to be constantly hovering
over Willow Grove.

Veterans' plans to place a
decommissioned 57-foot-long
Bell UH-1D helicopter atop a
16-foot curved pole in War

Memoral Park off Mineral
Avenue have not been without
controversy. Nevertheless,
Upper Moreland’s outgoing
board of commissioners
approved the helicopter memo-
nal at a special mecting just

before New Year's.
The Huey, as it was nick-
named during the Vietnam War,

will be poised as if coming in for

alanding. Itis intended as a tnb-
ute 1o thase who have served in
all branches of the military.
Emotions ran high during
township meetings in the
months preceding the vote.

While many
suppocted the Upper
Moreland

helicopter
monument,
others feared children would be
tempted to climb it or vandals 1o
destroy it. Vandalism to the park
over the first nine months of
2005 cost the township nearly
$10,000.

There wis also concern the

monument will be expensive for
the towpoship to insure and
maintain. Although the park
was created by veterans after
World War II, it is now owned
by the township.

Despite the commissioners’

approval, those concerns haven't  needed

vanished.

“I've always voiced my con-
cerns & 1o the wisdom of a heli-
copter,” said current board pres-
ident Michae Crilly, one of four
who voted to approve the idea.
“My vote was honoring the
wishes of the veterans” -~

But monument committee

An artist’s rendering shows what the helicopter
memorial would look like in War Memorial Park in
Upper Moreland.

Chopper
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dation design and soil samples
are required before construc-
ton to make surc the monu-
:-emanbepmpalyampm-

Also voting for the monu-
ment were commission vice
president Richard Booth and
outgoing commissioners Jack
Tarman and Joseph Hagy IIL
Commissioner Stacey Efkowitz
was out of the room when the
vole was taken. She said previ-
ously that she wanted 10 hear
other ideas. Commissioner
James Martin voted against it,
as did outgoing Commissioner
Sandra Goldman.

“T really just wanted to look
more at other options,” Martin
said. “I feel we're being pushed
into one plan.”

Despite the vote, Martin
said, he wants to encourage the
new board to consider other
ideas.

He said he conducted an
informal survey of residents in
his voting ward, and 48 of 50
who answered said they want-
ed a more serene monument,
not one that included machin-

ery.

“I'd like 10 see something
that mirrors what the commu-
oty wants,” he said.

Even veterans, he said, may
nolwmapieccofmachineq
reminds them of war.

may want something that

ds them more of their
service, something more spiri-

He said it would be at least a
year from the time fund raising
begins before the monument
can be erected. He said he
hopes to have u dedicated on
cither Memorial Day or Veter-
ans Day, most likely in 2007.
the helicopter
itself will be free, the price tag
to demilitarize it is nearly
$4,000, according to Storti.
There also will be costs associ-
ated with additional parts of
the memonial, which could
include a monument wall,

*“I truly want it to be a com-
munity effort,” he said of the
monument and fund raising.

The committee is looking 10
raise $100,000 or more for the
project and is hoping (o receive
donations from corporations,

as well as government grants
and individual contributions.

Jodl Splogel Arthur can be reachod
at (215) 9578148 or
jarthurC phillyfurbs.com,

chairman Ralph Storti is pleased
with the approval,

“The end result is everyone
got everything they needed and
now we can move forward,” he
said.

What the gommissioners
prior 1o voting was an
assurance that the structure
would be safe. Thar came in the
form of a Pennsylvania engi-
neer's scal placed on drawings of
the proposal. A similar monu-
ment was built in California
” Further spproval of the &

ap o oun-
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